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UM SETTLES ON MOUNT SENTINEL WEED M ANAGEMENT PLAN
M ISSOULA—
After months of debate and four public comment sessions, officials at The University of
Montana have decided on a plan to use hand-pulling, grazing, mowing, mulching, revegetation and
one herbicide to control noxious weeds on Mount Sentinel.
The purpose of the six-year Mount Sentinel Vegetation Management Plan is to reduce the
infestation of non-native weeds such as leafy spurge, Dalmation toadflax and knapweed on
University property. Planners also intend to restore the mountain’s native grasslands and comply
with state law, which requires all state agencies to enter into weed management agreements with
' their respective weed boards.
The Integrated Plant Management Committee presented three plans to the public for
comment. Alternative A - taking no action or treatments of any kind — was rejected because it
would allow noxious weeds to expand and eventually replace native plant communities. Alternative
B - using a variety of management strategies without herbicides — was rejected because it might be
ineffective, especially against leafy spurge and Dalmation toadflax.
The accepted Alternative C will use many of the same control measures outlined in
Alternative B. However, Alternative C also includes use of the herbicide Tordon on about 10 acres
per year. Tordon contains picloram, a chemical with no evidence of carcinogenicity.
- more -
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The accepted plan includes a number of measures to provide an extra margin of safety for the
public, wildlife and native plants. These include not applying herbicide within 100 feet of the
popular ‘M ’ trail, closing trails in other areas during herbicide application, giving public notification
of spraying times, and using only spot and ground application of herbicide.
In a statement to the campus community, UM President George Dennison said use of
picloram will contain infestations of noxious weeds over the short term, allowing time to search for
other methods of containing exotic weed species.
Sheep are currently being used to eat the weeds on one section of the mountain in a weedcontrol demonstration project. The sheep have been place in a two-acre fenced enclosure and are
watched over by a “guard” llama named Zach.
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